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Introduction

Trips, slips and falls are by far the most common cause of injury in UK
workplaces every year, accounting for about a third of all non-fatal injuries
to workers. Although incidents may be fairly minor, many will experience
more debilitating injuries, with 95% of major slips resulting in broken bones
or fractures. Slips and trips have also be pinpointed as an initial cause
behind some of the more serious harm in workplaces, such as falls from
height, which 25% of all workplace fatalities a year can be attributed to.
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Being injured in a slip, trip or fall can cause a lot more problems than just
physical pain. Countless individuals and families suffer every year as a result
of this kind of accident, as many accidents may leave victims unable to
work. More than 30% of all major, debilitating occupational injuries can be
attributed to slips, trips and falls, with a total of 6.3 million working days are
lost due to workplace injuries every year in the UK.

6,300,000®£500,000,000

working days lost every year due to injuries in the uk estimated amount businesses spend on slip and trip accidents every year

Although, of course, the health and the safety of individuals is the most
important thing, if a slip and fall accident occurs at the workplace it

could cost businesses a lot of money. Slip and trip accidents are costing
businesses an estimated £500 million a year, taking into account not

only money paid to the victim — in insurance or even lawsuits should the
employer be found to be negligent and liable for the incident — but also
through absenteeism, any damage to equipment or infrastructure and even
loss of business should the incident harm brand reputation.



> CAUSES OF STFS

There can be a number of different causes of slip, trip and fall incidents
in workplaces, but generally most can be attributed to health and safety
oversights, poor housekeeping or problems with the building itself. This
may be in relation to obstructions and other trip hazards on busy walkways,
or due to more infrastructural issues such as lack of adequate lighting or
poor floor quality, the latter of which is frequently regarded as the most
common cause of slips and falls, with uneven, worn or very smooth surfaces
often being a significant safety hazard.

Lack of sufficient personal protective equipment (PPE), staff equipped with
unsuitable clothing or improper tools for either the task or the environment
itself, isanother common factor in many workplace accidents. Thisis not just
limited to slip, trip or fall injuries; indeed, use of incorrect equipment can
result in very serious injuries, depending on the level of risk, as the purpose
of PPE is to reduce the danger of existing hazards. For instance, whilst, as
was said previously, unsafe floors are the most common cause of slip and fall
incidents, unsuitable footwear or shoes that do not offer sufficient grip have
been pinpointed as the second most common, usually maximising the risks
of certain types of flooring.




> ROLE OF CLEANING



>SOLUTIONS



> SAFETY SIGNS

One of the most basic methods of defence against slip accidents, and one
that is used all over the world, is the use of signage to warn of the presence
of a risk. Some spillages may not always be visible to the naked eye, such
as water, grease, wax or indeed residue left after improper cleaning
techniques, and placing a very visible sign in the area can sometimes be
the difference between an accident occurring and being prevented. Surveys
have shown that lack of sufficient hazard identification, whether that be a
caution sign or some other highly visible method of warning people of the
presence of a hazard, is the primary cause of around 10% of slip and fall
incidents, regardless of the environmental conditions, so taking even the
small step of placing a sign to highlight an issue until staff are able to deal
with it will make a difference to the overall safety of the premises. Safety
signs, especially those that are tall and brightly coloured, can also beneficial
in preventing accidents amongst those with poor vision, one of the most at
risk groups of slipping, tripping or falling.

Even if they are not a completely failsafe preventative method against
slips, they are a good way of encouraging caution to those nearby. Safety
experts have estimated that as much as 90% of all occupational accidents
can be attributed to individual factors, namely the victim practicing unsafe
behaviours that cause them to misjudge or not notice the hazard in question.
Thus, this kind of incident cannot be completely avoided, as each person
must use their own discretion to protect themselves from the risk, but safety
signs serve asareminder to everyone that there is a hazard nearby, hopefully
inspiring them to model their behaviour accordingly.
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